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existence of a new being. The mother would have
killed the child. On the other hand, the temple
once destroyed, the Christians no longer bear it in
mind: before long they will look upon it as a pro-
fane spot :l Jesus will be all in all to them.

By the same blow, the Christian church at Jeru-
salem was reduced to a secondary importance. It
is seen to form itself anew around the centre from
which its strength proceeds, the desposyni, the mem-
bers of the family of Jesus, the sons of Cleopas; but
its day of royalty is past. This focus of hatred and
exclusiveness once destroyed, the mutual approach
of opposing parties in the church of Jesus will be-
come easy. Peter and Paul will be reconciled of
their own accord, and the terrible duality of nascent
Christianity will cease to be a mortal wound. Lost
in the depths of Batanea, of the Hauran, the little
group which attached itself to the kinsmen of Jesus,
to James, to Cleopas, becomes the Ebionite sect and
slowly disappears.

1 "Ecclesia Dei jam per totum orbem uberrime gernimante,
hoe (templtmi) tanquam effoetum ac vacuum imlliqiie xisui "bono
commodimi arbitrio Dei auferendiim fuit." Orosius, vii. 9.